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OSLC Scientist Emeritus Marion Forgatch to be awarded the 2012 American Family Therapy Academy's 'Distinguished Contribution to Family Systems Research' Award!

Please join me in congratulating our own Dr. Marion Forgatch for her receipt of this prestigious award. It will be presented at an Award Banquet in May at the annual meeting of the society.

In the words of her colleagues, here is what the field has to say about Marion (be prepared to be really impressed with the breadth and impact of her work!)

Marion Forgatch is a pioneer in intervention research, in treatment development, in basic science, and in implementation of evidence-based practice. She has used revolutionary concepts to study and implement innovations in family therapy on a massive scale, taking on underrepresented subgroups including single mothers, stepfamilies and child welfare families within cities, states and even whole countries. Dr. Forgatch has made major contributions in several key areas of family systems research. Beginning with her seminal work in the assessment and evaluation of family problem-solving, she was among the first to study and validate the role of well-specified observation-based family interaction patterns as explanatory factors that mediate long-term child and adult outcomes. Results from her PMTO randomized trials show 9-year reductions in youth and parent arrest rates, depression, substance use, and increased standard of living. More recently, as a leading innovator in implementation science, Dr. Forgatch has had a major and sustained impact on scaling up Parent Management Training – Oregon Model (PMTO), particularly in Michigan, Kansas, Norway, Iceland, the Netherlands, Denmark, and Mexico City. She developed a sophisticated method for rating treatment fidelity where sessions are coded and data are used to coach and certify therapists. This rating system is now being used by approximately 1,600 practitioners in 6 countries to monitor and improve practice.  Marion is famous for her skill and generosity as a mentor.  She deeply enjoys mentoring as evidenced by the publication record that she and her mentees share.  In recognition of this, she received a Society for Prevention Research Award for mentoring in 2003 and another for international collaboration in 2008. She was appointed as Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science in 2009.  Creativity and dedication have characterized Dr. Forgatch’s career.  She continues to give and thrive as a scientist, a clinician, and a teacher.
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